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HELP! 


HELP! 


We need tho immediate help of every member and 
friend of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Spooky- 
Hollow Sanctuary we have just learned is being threat- 1 
ened by tho sale of a 100-acro area next door for the 
development of a Trailer Park. A Trailer Camp would 
irreparably degrade this unique natural area and des¬ 
troy a- natural heritage which we have purchased in 
perpetuity for coming generations. 

The time has come to stand up for the conservation 
of our natural heritage. The Sanctuary Committee is 
asking every member to write a letter stating their 
disapproval of this sale. Please read the brief in¬ 
cluded in this issue on page 114 . Stress the import¬ 
ance of preserving this environmentally sensitive area. 
Hundreds of letters are needed to impress upon them 
our concern. Addresses are given below. 


•)£ 

*■**-■*#** 

* Ron Corbett, Planner 

| Development Control Division, 

* Regional Administration Bldg. 

* Box 601, Siracoe, Ont. NOA 1E0 


Koith Granger, 

Clerk, 

183 Main Street 

* wuv. Box 182, Delhi, Ontario N4B 2M3 * 
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MEMBERSHIP IK THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; 
Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - 
$12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - $5.00. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss 
Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. West., Apt. $514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 
or phone 529-4784. ' 

"Spring in the world! , .... , , „ 

^ And all things are made new!" 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1979-80 

President 
Past President 
1st Vice Pres, 

2nd Vice Pres. & 

Programme 
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Membership - Miss Phyllis Vair, 1G54 Main St.W.,#514,Hamilton,Ont. LOS 1HG 

Publicity - Mr. Wm. A.Tindale, R.R. #2, Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B0 
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Conservation - Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 

Wood Duck Editor - Mr. Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 

Field Events - Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, West Flamboro P.O.,Ontario LOR 2K0 

Social - Ms. Shirley Element, 1375 Mountain Grove Ave.,Burlington L7P 2H 


INDEX 

Page 111 - Spooky Hollow is Threatened! 

112 - Hamilton Naturalists' Club Executive 1979-80 

- Prom The Editor 

113 - Events For April - Club Field Events 

114 - Brief Concerning Sale of Brantford Boy Scout Property 

Near Nornandale, Ont., and Effect on Nearby Natural Areas 

116 - H.N.C. Receives Donation of Books 

- Book Review - Who Wakes The Groundhog? 

- Looking Back - 30 Years Ago April 1950 

117 - Ontario Rare Woody Plant Program 

118 - Uganda Bans Hunting 

- A Tribute To The Memory of Dr. Robert MacLaren 

119 - Notes on the General Meeting 1 Held on March 10, 1980 

- Harbour Plans May Sink a Vital Marsh 

120 - 1980 Spring Watch 

121 - Noteworthy Bird Records 
123 - Some Unusual Hawk Behaviour 

- Jin Baillie Memorial Bird Count: May 3> 1980 

******* - ******* 

FROM THE EDITOR 

COLLATING SCHEDULE: - 

This issue was collated, and mailed with the help of Ruth and Marvin Grove, Art 
Runnolls, Joss and Charles Townson at the home of Sheila Forbes (Phone 648-2859). 
Your help is appreciated. That leaves just one more session'to complete Volume 33- 
The schedule for the final issue is as follows: 

Monday, April 28th - Percy Wykes, Ruth; Atkinson, Agnes Hamstra and Kathleen 

Moore. Location is 106 Reding Rd., Ancaster, Ont. - 7 p.m. 


BIRD KILLS : . : - ... 

If anyone can supply information on window kills of birds in the area, David 
Agro is doing a study on this subject and would appreciate data. Send information 
to David Agro, 36 Oak Knoll Drive,■ Hamilton, Ont. L8S 4C3. 

CORRECTIONS : 

In the March.issue, the following correction was brought to my attention. On pg 
99, 4th line of the'poem by Wm. Wordsworth, please delete the word "And". Also, 
Barry Jones in his article on page 103 wished to thank all participants in the L.P. 
CBC with special thanks to Dr. Dave Hussel &,Ricky Dunn for the meal at the Backus 
House after the count. This year's count will be on December 20. 


- Mr,Robert Curry, 92 Hostein Dr. ,A.ncaster,Ontario L9G 2s7 

- Mr. James Dowall,29 Emerson St,,Hamilton,Ontario LCS 2X2 

~ Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave., S,,Hamilton,0nt, L8S 1V3 

- Mr, Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St,,#708,Burlington,Ont, L7R 2R9 

- Mr. Verne Evans, 2164 Sunnybroolc Ct.,Oakville,Ont. L6L 1P4 

- Mr. John Heaslip, 3 Grandview Ct., Dundas,Ontario L9H 5C8 
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EVENTS FOR APRIL 
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MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Time 


Place 


Speaker 
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VISITORS WELCOME 
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STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 

•X- 


MONDAY, APRIL 14, 1980 at G;00 p.m . 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington,Ontario 

Dr, John Krug will present an illustrated 
talk on 

" IDENTIFICATION OF FLESHY FUNGI " 

Dr. Krug's presentation vri.ll also include some 
of the spring varieties and will assist you 
in the identification of the early summer fungi 
and mushrooms. Prepare for Spring and plan to 
attend this meeting. Feel free to introduce your 
friends to the Club and stay for refreshments 
after the meeting. 

Next Meeting ;Monday, May 12,1980 - Annual 
Meeting and Members' Night 


if**-:!-*****##****************#*********************************'* 1 '**************** 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


APR/MAY/30 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 1980 at 7;00 p.m. 

Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge - Goose Migration Don't miss this 
special event being hosted by the Buffalo Ornithological Society. 

Bring a lunch! Meet in the Eastgate Square Parking Lot,southeast corner. 
Canadian Coordinator; Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0548 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1980 at 8;00 a.m . 

Long Point Waterfowl Migration Ehis could be close to the peak of the 
goose and swan migration. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Upper James and 
Fennel, Pack a lunch! 

Leader; Barry Jones 586-3647 


SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 1980 at G;30 a.m . 

Spring Hawk Watch ; Learn to identify the birds of prey with the expert 
assistance of our two leaders. Meet at the Beamer Point Conservation 
Area above Grimsby, 

Leaders: Jim Dowall (529-9109) & John Heaslip (627-3280) 


TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 1980 at 7;00 p.m. 

Amphibian Song Hike ; Hear Spring Peepers, Wood Frogs, and perhaps see 
the very rare Jefferson's Salamander, and others. Meet at Hwy.#52 and 
Hwy. #8. Bring rubber boots and a flashlight. 

Leader; Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0548 

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1980 - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count ( se e details on page 123) 


(Club Field Events continued on page 117) 
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TRIE? CONCERNING SALS AMD PROJECTED USE OF BRANTFORD BOY SCOUT PROPERTY 
SITUATED NEAR NORMANDALE, ONTARIO, AND THE EFFECT ON NEARBY ESTABLISHED AND 
SIGNIFICANT NATURAL AREAS (INCLUDING SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY) - March G,19C0 


The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club strongly opposes acquisition of the 1CG- 
acre area formerly occupied by the Brantford Boy Scouts for Trailer Park 
Development, 

Tea property in question is situate about one-quarter mile southwest of 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary which is a nature reserve we have owned since June 
1-51, and which was purchased by public subscription. 


Spooky Hollow Sanctuary property comprises 95 acres more or less,bein 3 
composed of part of Lot 17, in the 1st Concession of the Township of 
Charlottevilie, Regional Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk. 

Aid joining Spooky Hollow on the West is the ICC-acre Anderson property 
acquired in 1970 by the Long Point Region Conservation Authority, and to 
which the Hamilton Naturalists' Club contributed one-sixth of the purchase 
price. The western half of this property is adjacent to the northern boundary 
of the Boy Scout holdings. 


Our objection to Trailer Park development in this locale is based on 
the following: 

(a) The scenic beauty of high hills, ravines, clear streams, diverse plant 
lire, mammals, birds, amphibians and reptiles, all combine to make this an 
outstanding and unique natural area, 

(b) This quality has been recognised by the draft Regional Plan for the 
Haldimand-Norfolk Region in designating Spooky Hollow as a "provincially 
signiricant environmentally sensitive area". 

(c) The large UNBROKEN BLOC of Turkey Point Provincial Park, L°ng Point 
Region Conservation Authority property (formerly Anderson), Spooky Hollow 
Sanctuary and the Bradstreet (formerly Wrigh.t) property adjoining the Long 
P°- n - Region Conservation Authority on the north, is a worthy contribution 
to tne natural heritage of the region and of the Province, 


It permits unusual plants and animals which could not survive in small 
scattered natural areas to exist and thrive, 

(cl) Tne bloc contains a remarkable assortment of natural features and 
flora and fauna. 

To this end the Hamilton Naturalists' Club had an expensive professional 
survey of the biotic content of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary done in 1S7G, 

Results were exceedingly gratifying as 23 plants not listed to date for 
Norroik County region were found in the Sanctuary confines and several 
small maramals thought to have disappeared from the area were dwelling there. 


(e) Tne area lies within the Norfolk Sand Plain and is composed of high 
hills and deep valleys formed during the glacial period by the deltaic 
deposits of Lakes Whittlesey and Warren, Most of the land has never been 
disturbed for agricultural purposes, and Fisher's Creek which flows through 
the property from the north to southeast is one of the finest, unspoiled 
streams remaining in southern Ontario, providing excellent habitat for 
fish of several species. 


Normandale Creek which 
similar quality as evidenc 


flows through the Boy Scout Property is of 
ed by the Provincial Fish Hatchery located on it. 


(continued on next page) 


115 

Brief concerning sale and projected uee of Brantford Doy Scout property -oont'd 

These streams maintain their quality because they are not subjected to 
runoff from agriculture and human waste. 

A TRAILER CAMP WOULD IRREPARABLY DEGRADE THIS BLOC OF NATURAL 
COUNTRYSIDE which provides passive recreation and opportunities for study. 

THE RESULTANT INFLUX OF PEOPLE AND VEHICLES WOULD SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGE THE ENVIRONMENT. 

These properties cannot withstand intensive recreational use by large 
numbers of people, off-road vehicles, picking of wildflowers, cutting for 
firewood, littering, compaction of soil res u l ting in reduction of productivity 
of the environment, harassment of animals, and vandalism. 

Campsites should not be located in or near biologically significant natural 
areas as stated in Paragraph 9.2.2. of "Principles" - page 11 of the Draft 
Regional Plan, and should be protected as outlined in the second and third 
paragraphs of Section 5.2,1. "Environmentally Sensitive Areas" - page 6. 

"If no one knows the importance of preserving a beautiful place, 
that place is not likely to be preserved but instead transformed 
to something else and probably something less,...The measure of 
enlightenment will be man's ability in the special places to 
recognize that the natural things which are already there are 
good things. These we inherit." 

Ansel Adams - THESE WE INHERIT. 

We vigorously oppose the establishment of a trailer park at this site, 
believing that present facilities are adequate in the area. 

Use of property such as the Boy Scout Camp should be limited to the 
retention of the land in its natural state, keeping the environmental 
qualities intact as they are in the nearby properties. 

Our Nature Reserve was purchased in perpetuity as a natural heritage 
for coming generations. May it so remain!I! 

HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

(Mrs. Marion S. Shivas) 

Director - Sanctuary Committee 


The preceding brief was delivered by members of tho Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club at tho Charlotteville Township Meeting in Delhi, Ont. on the evening of 
March 10, 1980. This proposed development of a Trailer Park threatens the future 
of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and its unique character as an outstanding natural 
area. The outcome of this meeting in Delhi was by no means encouraging. The 
development of such a 'park' would also greatly increase traffic past Spooky 
Hollow as this road would become a major access point. What kind of Sanctuary 
will we have to offer future generations? You are asked to write to the following 
persons voicing your disapproval. The next step will be to meet with the Regional 
Council. Please write as soon as possible; to 


Ron Corbett, Planner 
Development Control Division, 
Regional Administration Bldg. 
Box 601, Sitncoe, Ont. NOA 1E0 


Keith Granger, Clerk 
183 Main Street, 

Box 182, 

Delhi, Ontario N4B 2M3 
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H.N.C, RECEIVES DONATION OF DOOKS 


The books listed below were given to the Hami1ton Naturalists' Club by 
Mias Jean Gates, 198 Fairleigh Ave, S,, Hamilton, Ontario L8M 2K5, They are 
from the Library of her late brother - Grant Gordon Gates and were given to 
the Club in his memory. 


They are being placed in the R.B.G. Library for safekeeping. Suitable 
plates will be Inserted in each book with appropriate wording. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 
0 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 


The list of books is as follows: 

Wildflowers of the United States (2 vols,)-The Northeastern States-Rickett 

New Britton and Brown - Illustrated Flora - Vols, 1-2-3 

Mushrooms of North America - Miller 

Canadian Wildlife Service - Magazine - '66 

The Mushroom Hunter's Field Guide - Smith 

Native Orchids of North America - Correll 

World of Birds - Fisher and Peterson 

"Trees to News" - History of Ontario Paper Company - Wiegman 
Wildflowers of New York - 2 vols. - New York State Museum Memoir 15 
Orchids of the Western Gtfsrt Lakes Region - Case 
A Fight Against Extinction of the Whooping Crane - McNulty 
The Birds of Canada - Godfrey 


BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW 

" WHO WAKES THE GROUNDHOG? " 

If you would know, read Ronald Rood's book by that title. In it he takes 
the reader into the mysteries of early risers and late bloomers in the natural 
world. 


Do you knoxtf why frogs, toads and a conglomeration of creatures congregate 
on wet asphalt on an autumn evening? 

Did you ever see winged brown ants rising from a crack in the earth? 

Have you a clue how the female brown water bug practises women's lib? 

This is not a book to be consumed from cover to cover. Otherwise your 
brain might burst from over-stuffing. Rather take a lesson from the humming 
bird and sip its goodness delicately going back time and again to savour its 
richness. 

Yes, it is in the Hamilton Public Library but you may want to own it. It 
was printed in 1973 by W.W. Norton & Co, Inc. of New York. 


by Ruth Hopkins 


LOOKING BACK - 30 YEARS AGO. APRIL 1950 

"It is with regret that tho Directors of the Hamilton Nature Club received the 
resignation of Dr. W. W. Judd, 1st Vice-President of the Club. Dr. Judd is leav¬ 
ing Hamilton to take up new duties at the University of Western Ontario. . ." 

"On Sunday, April 2nd, the Club had a very successful field trip to Long Point 
Bay. Over 60 species of birds were recorded which included 1200 Canvas Backs, 900 
Red-Heads, and 320 Whistling Swans....splendid views of two Bald Eagles... one 
very early Purple Martin was also observed. 

"On Sunday, April 15th, the Club had another successful trip to Oak Orchard 
Swamp, the other side of Buffalo, N.Y. One of the delights of the day was close at 
hand views of many male migrating Tree Swallows, their greenish-blue backs appeared 
extra brilliant in spring sun... 3 Blue Geese, one Snow Goose...1 red-bellied^woe'd- 
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ONTARIO RARE WOODY PLANT PROGRAM 


An invitation is extended to tree enthusiasts and Naturalists to participate 
in this program of the University of Guelph Arboretum. 

Rationale 

Many woody species, especially of the "Carolinian forest" of southern 
Ontario, are rare due to both a history of extreme deforestation since settle¬ 
ment and current forest management practices which result in removal of non¬ 
commercial species. While these species occur farther south, Ontario's depleted 
populations represent adaptations to more northerly conditions. 

Beyond the recognized need to preserve certain habitats, this program's 
objectives are to survey, collect seeds of, and gene bank rare woody plants of 
Ontario. 

Program 

(a) Survey In conjunction with the National Museums of Canada, documentation 
of rare woody plants, especially those thought to be extirpated or of ques¬ 
tionable presence in natural populations and distributions beyond known 
ranges, is sought, 

(b) Seed Collection Collection of seeds of rare woody plants is sought for the 
Arboretum's international seed exchange program and for inclusion of sfelect 
collections in the gene bank, 

(c) Gene Dank Surveyed rare woody plants will be evaluated for possible inclu¬ 
sion in the Arboretum's Gene Bank (through collection of seeds or vege¬ 
tative propagules). This will provide a long term reservoir of rate plant 
material for selection, breeding and propagation purposes. For example, 

it could serve as a source of material for re-introduction into natural 
areas of conservation authorities and parks as well as for forestry and 
ornamental selection. 

Participants of this program will receive announcements of Arboretum events and 
programs as well as a copy of the annual Index Seminum, from which selections 
of seeds can be made. Perspective participants are encouraged to contact the 
Arboretum at the address below for further details. 

Dr. John D. Ambrose, Curator, 

University of Guelph Arboretum 
Guelph, Ontario, NIG 2W1 
(519) 024-4120 ext. 3093 


Club Field Events -(continued from page 113) 

SATURDAY. NAY 3, 1980 AT 9:00 A.M. 

Short Hills Sanctuary : Review the research done by our leader for our own club 
last season. Meet at the Eastgate Square Parking Lot, south-east corner. 
Leader; Craig Campbell 1-519-885-0932 

Directions To Short Hills Wilderness Area ; 

Take the Q.E.W. or Mud St. & Fly Road east to Victoria St.(Vineland). Proceed 
south on Victoria to Metier St. ( 6 - 5 - miles from the top of the escarpment). 

Left on Metier and proceed through North Pelham to Centro St. The Sanctuary 
is on the northeast corner. Park on Centre St. Another route is to take Hwy 
#20 east, turn left on North Pelham Roa.d (7.9 miles past Bismark), right on 
Metier and proceed to Centre St. 


SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1980 AT 9;00 A.M . 

Wainfleet Bog : Last year we found a Massasauga Rattlesnake and two Marsh Hawks 
nests. Meet at the Bartlett Road interchange on the south side of the Q.E.W. 
Bring a lunch! Bug ropellant may be needed. 

Leader: George Meyers Grimsby 945-4217 
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UGANDA BANS HUNTING 


An Associated Press report from Kampala,(Aug.23/79) states that Uganda 
has imposed a five-year ban on hunting in an attempt to save what remains 
of the once-great herds of elephants, lions and other beasts that moved 
through its game preserves before soldiers began slaughtering them. The pro¬ 
hibition, announced by Tourism and Wildlife Minister James Obua-Otua,follows 
similar bans in neighbouring Tanzania and Kenya. The three nation area was 
once world-famous as the favorite hunting ground of professional white hunters. 

"The minister said poachers killed off half of Uganda's big game during 
the eight-year rule of deposed dictator Idi Amin. Soldiers and other modern 
day hunters used helicopters, artillery and heavy machine guns to kill the 
animals. The carcasses were sold for fur coats and their heads were used by 
curio dealers to make trophies. Since Amin's overthrow, other soldiers are 
now combing the game parks clean," said Paql Tamukedde, Director of Wild¬ 
life sanctuaries. Game wardens cannot stop the slaughter, he said. Tanzanian 
troops drove Amin from power and stayed on as a temporary security force. 

"A biologist claimed that Tanzanian troops wiped out a third of the large 
animals in Ruwenzon National Game Park, and that more than 14,000 animals 
have been killed since mid-Apr/79. More recently Tanzanian commanders have 
begun investigating the reports, travellers have reported systematic poaching 
in Kebaiega Falls National Park (formerly Murchison Falls Park) and in Ruwenzori 
Both are among Africa's last major reserves of elephant, lion, antelope,buffalo 
hippopotamus and other species. Those great herds of animals were the foun¬ 
dation of the tourism industry, second only to coffee as a source of foreign 
currency for Uganda. The new government is trying to revive tourism, which 
Amin banned after it peaked in 1972 with 85,000 visitors. Tamakedde said 
many animal sanctuaries were damaged in the war against Amin and in some areas 
game is almost noneKistent." 

from Information Report, Animal Welfare Institute-Vol.28(3) Sept/79 

(submitted by Bob Doering) 

A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF DR. ROBERT MacLAREN 

by John J. Carey 

Our friend is gone, but we shall long remember 
His ready smile, his humour and his wit - 
His joy of living every single moment 
Of a full and active life. Nor did he fail 
To share his gifts with others; many times 
He organized his leisure moments for our needs. 

Week after week, with patient perserverence, 

He walked afield, savouring all the goodness 
Of our great country, and with patient care 
Taught those with less experience hbw to know 
A woodland flower - fern - night flying moth, 

Or fungus, nestled in the tangled twigs 
Of forest floor. His knowledge was a legend - 
Diversified, exact, a v/ondrous gift 
Befitting such a man - a man of science 
Whose life was dedicated to his fellows. 

And now he's gone and we are left to mourn; 

But we'll find comfort in our legacy; 

He left us treasure much too dear to spend - 
The memory of a dear and loyal friend. 
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NOTES ON THE GENERAL MEETING HEU) AT THE RBG ON MAR. 10. 1980 

The meeting was chaired by our Past President, Mr. Jim Dowall.in the absence 
of our President and Vice President. Opening remarks included the reading of a 
brief (included in this issue on page 114-5) prepared by the Sanctuary Committee 
on the proposed Trailer Park development adjacent to Spooky Hollow and which will 
directly threaten the future integrity of our nature reserve. Since this brief 
was being taken on this same evening by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club to the 
Charlotteville Township Meeting at Delhi, Ont., several other members of the 
Executive were also absent. Members were requested to write letters stating their 
disapproval of this development to the Clerk and the Regional Planner in Simcoe. 

Before introducing the speaker for the evening, a visitor from the Pickering 
Naturalists' Club, Mr. Rob Nisbet, was given the floor to deliver a plea to club 
members to help them in the fight to save the Second Marsh of Oshawa. Members were 
invited to obtain memberships in the Second Marsh Defence Association or to purchase 
a signed print of one of Barry Kent MacKay's watercolors for $15. He also displayed 
an owl painting for which he offered raffle tickets in support of the McKeever s 
Owl Rehabilitation Centre at Vineland, Ont. 

Mr. Ford Smith introduced our main speaker, Mr. John Riley, who then delivered 
an extremely interesting and professional program on the flora and fauna of the 
Hudson Bay Lowlands. We saw excellent photographs of this extremely large wetland 
habitat including not only close-up views of trees and flowers but also aerial 
shots depicting the scenic beauty and interesting topography of the area. i!inG 
lines were shown between fens and acid bogs with vegetation changing over a matter 
of a few feet. We were shown how ingenious tricks of nature were necessary in 
order to assure survival of species in this environment. We saw Sandhill Cranes, 
orchids, polar bears and various species of ducks and geese. All in all, it was 
a very interesting and educational evening. (Very little was mentioned about black 

flies, and mosquitoes) _ 

The speaker was thanked by Ron Hepworth and the grouped adjourned to partake 
of refreshments and conversation. Slides on the Group Show Screen were provi c 
by Barry Cherriere and Ron Ridout. 

Ron Hepworth 


by Barry Kent MacKay 


HARBOUR PLANS MAY SINK A VITAL MARSH 
(from the Sunday Star, March 9, 1980) 

Nearly half the shoreline marshes between the Niagara River and Kings bon have 
been destroyed for short-term social gain — in ignorance of the long-term effects 
of environmental decay. The destruction continues• 

The Second Marsh of Oshawa has been called the finest example of cattail marsh 
located on the north shore of Lake Ontario between Niagara and Presqu'ile. Such 
marshes act as natural filtration systems which also regulate water levels, re uce 
erosion and can even process pollutants. They are vital to large numbers of plan 
and wildlife species. In addition to the 19 species of game fish found in Second 
Marsh, there are dozens of smaller species which breed there. They form an irre¬ 
placeable link in the food chain that supports the Lake Ontario fish population 
and all who depend on it. 

Second Marsh is home to countless birds, over 250 species have been seen there, 
including the very first nest of the little gull ever to appear in North America. 
For a decade the marsh was ranked among the top five of 83 major bird-banding sites 
in North America. The Canada Land Inventory Waterfowl Capability program, the dn 
adian Wildlife Service, the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry of the 
Environment have all acknowledged the value of Second Marsh as a breeding area oi 
waterfowl and other wildlife and as a major staging area for avian migrants. 

The marsh is a beautiful complex of flora, fauna, water, sky and topography. 
Naturalists have described eight distinct plant communities within the marsh, of 
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which seven are habitats that are quickly vanishing in southern Ontario. The wet¬ 
land houses many species of reptiles and amphibians, including some that are in dan¬ 
ger of extinction in the province. 

The Oshawa Harbour Commission seems to consider Second Marsh completely useless 
and is attempting to destroy it. Even though the need is unproven, the commission 
and Transport Canada want to expand the harbour facilities into the marsh. With 
frightening disregard for the value of a properly functioning ecosystem, the harbour 
commission appears to have done all it can to block environmentalists' defence of the 
marsh, even to denying access to the marsh itself. They stopped the internationally 
important waterfowl banding program and ended educational studies in the marsh by 
adults and school children. 

The commission even placed a dyke across the natural outlet of the marsh in 
1974. Its presence alters the natural flow pattern of the water and is detrimental 
to vegetation and to the breeding needs of fish. 

The Second Marsh Defence Association, Inc.,(SMDA) is a private, non-profit 
coalition of 11 organizations incorporated under federal charter to protect Second 
Marsh. Endorsed by such groups as the F.O.N., the Canadian Environmental Law Assoc, 
and the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters, SMDA has done what the harbour 
commission does not want; SMDA has drawn public attention to the plight of the marsh, 
requested specific information and called for a full environmental and review pro¬ 
cess hearing to ensure that environmental factors are given consideration in determ¬ 
ining the future of Second Marsh. 

There was a provincial cabinet order in 1974 to the M.N.R. to annex Second 
Marsh to Darlington Provincial Park, at which time Premier William Davis said it 
was the intention of his government to protect the integrity of the Oshawa Second 
Marsh. But due to a lack of funds, the provincial government has failed to back 
that commitment. 


Essential to the preservation of the marsh is the protection of a buffer zone 
around it, which includes the Beaton Farm, located to the east between the marsh 
and Darlington, and the Gilford Farm to the west of the marsh. The Ontario Munici¬ 
pal Board will soon consider rozoning the Beaton Farm to Industrial. Should this 
happen the marsh will be destroyed and Darlington Park will probably fall by the 
wayside. 


For SMDA to pay legal fees to protect Beaton Farm, and thus Second Marsh takes 
money. I urge you to join SMDA by sending $5 for a single membership or $10 for the 
family. Buttons are available for $1, bumper stickers for $2. You nay wish to sup¬ 
port SMDA by purchasing a special edition, signed print of a watercolor painting of 
greater scaup ducks for $15 plus postage and handling. I am pleased to say the print 
is from one of my own paintings, with the color seperations donated by the F.O.N. 

The address is SMDA , P.0. Box 762, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 7M9 

=—======== (submitted by Pat Smith) 


1980 SPRING WATCH 


Ron Hepworth 


After a winter that didn't seem much like winter because of the lack of snow- 
cover, the month of March has made up with a fair number of snowy days. And just 
when you would have expected things to warm up, some of the coldest weather was ex¬ 
perienced at the first of March, followed by a series of snowstorms. Even though 
the number of degree-days below freezing has been below normal, it is expected that 
frost has penetrated more deeply this year. 


The result of all this is that Spring is well delayed this year running close 
to the previous late spring of 1978, Breakup of ice along the Bronte Creek began 
on March 17 which was only 1 day earlier than the previous date of March 18 recorded 
in 1978. (about 14 days behind normal) 

What can be expected for April? Assuming reasonably normal weather you may 
hear the first Chorus frogs probably during the 1st week of April. This would norm¬ 
ally be followed by first blooms of Silver Maple and a few days later, Coltsfoot. 
Hepatica will probably be delayed to mid-April reaching full bloom towards the end 
of the month when the first bloons of Red Maple appear. Watch for them. It's fun. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 15, 1980 - 105 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
N - indicates a nesting record 


Dble.-c. Cormorant 

Mar. 

16 l 

imm. Dofasco Inlet 

George Meyers 

Mate Swan 

Feb. 

16 

2 Beach Canal 

Michael Clark 

Whistling Swan 

Mar. 

12* 

3 North shore of Bay 

Thelma Powell 

Canada Goose 

Mar. 

17 

210 Bronte Harbour 

L. & G. North 

Lesser Snow Goose 

Feb. 

23* 

1 Bronte Harbour 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

15F 

6 Hamilton Mountain 

Dorothy Andrus 

Gadwall 

Mar. 

1 

4 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Pintail 

Mar. 

7F 

pair Copetown corn field 

Bill Campbell 

Baldpate 

Feb. 

16 

1 Sioux Lookout Park 

Michael Clark 


Feb. 

23 

1 Desjardins Sewage Canal Michael Clark 

Harlequin Duck 

Feb. 

24 

3 H oward Ave., Oakville 

Duncan, McLaughlin 


Mar. 

9 

1 Beach Canal 

David Agro 

White-win ,ed 

Feb. 

23 

1 Beach Canal 

Michael Clark 

Scoter 

Mar. 

9 

1 Beach Canal 

David Agro 

Common Merganser 

Feb. 

23 

300 Bay off Stelco 

Michael Clark 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mar. 

IF 

1 Gibson's Point, Grimsby Verne Evans, Clark 

Red-tailed H awk 

Feb. 

29 1 dark phase Town Line Taquanyah Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

IF 

1 Gibson's Point 

Verne Evans 

Red-shouldered H awk Mar 

. 3*F 

1 Gibson's Point 

Walter Klabunde 


Mar. 

9 

1 S River Rd. Cayuga 

Bob Westmore 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Feb. 

17 

2 Mount Hope 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Feb. 

23 

1 Britannia Road 

Bob Westmore 


Mar. 

5F 

1 Gibson's Point 

Walter Klabunde 

Marsh Hawk 

Mar. 

15 1 

male Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bill Read 

Gray Partridge 

Feb. 

17* 

11 Mud St. & 10th Rd. E. 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 


Mar. 

9 

7 Nebo Road Binbrook 

Bob Westmore 

American Coot 

Mar. 

17 

1 Bronte Harbour 

Laurel North 

Killdeer 

Mar. 

16F 

6 University Landing 

David Agro 




Bfa&ibs&h' s Point 

Jim Dowall 

Glaucous Gull 

Feb. 

17 

2 Trinity Church Road 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Iceland Gull 

Mar. 

9 

1 East end of Bay 

David Agro 

Gt. Black-b. Gull 

Mar. 

16 

20 East end of Bay 

George Meyers 

Mourning Dove 

Mar. 

9 

45 Spencer Ck S of R.R. 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Screech Ow 1 

Feb. 

26* 

1 Forest Glen Ave. 

Bob Westmore 

Great Horned Owl 

Feb. 

17 1 

on N Bronte Road 

Duncan, McLaughlin 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb. 

17 

5 Bronte Rd. & U. Middle 

Rd Duncan, Waldhuber 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb. 

17 

5 Mount Hope Airport 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Saw-whet Owl 

Feb. 

17 

3 Bronte Rd & U Middle Rd Duncan, McLaughlin 

Belted Kingfisher 

Mar. 

16 

1 La Salle Park 

Allingham, Summers 

Y ellow~sh. Flicker Mar. 

7 

1 University Landing 

David Agro 

Pileated Woodpecker Feb. 

17 

2 Bronte Rd & U Middle Rd Duncan, McLaughlin 

Red-bellied 

Feb. 

25 

2 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Woodpecker 

Mar. 

1 

1 Sim's Lock, Grand River " » " 

Yellow-bellied 

Mar. 

1* 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Michael Clark 

Sapsucker 

Mar. 

9 

1 Spencer Ck S of R R 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

Tufted Titmouse 

Jan. 

29 

2 249 Roseland Cr. Burl. 

Mrs. McFetridge 


Mar. 

8 

1 Roseland, Burli gton 

Carl Riehm 

Brown Creeper 

Feb. 

16 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 
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House Wren 

Mar. 

9 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Denis & Jean Crankshaw 

N. Mockingbird 

Mar. 

8 

1 30 Bingham Rd. 

Bill McLaughlin 

Gray Catbird 

Mar. 

7* 

1 Martin's Rd., Dundas 

Ron Blackert 

American Robin 

Mar. 

1 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Mar. 

10F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Thelma Powell 

Golden-cr. Kinglet 

PLar. 

1 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Michael Clark 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Mar. 

8* 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Cedar Waxwing 

Jan. 

29 

25 east Burlington 

Cullen Sterling 


Mar. 

5 

15 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Jean Crankshaw 

Northern Shrike 

Feb. 

16 

1 4208 Britannia, Burl. 

Joan Harden 


Feb. 

17 

1 Bronte Road 

Duncan, McLaughlin 


Mar. 

15 

1 3rd Rd E Stoney Creek 

Bill Read 

Myrtle Warbler 

Mar. 

16 

1 Roseland, Burlington 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Red-winged 

Feb. 

23 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

LtLchael Clark 

Blackbird 

Feb. 

23 

1 Streetsville 

Bob Westmore 


Jfor. 

5F 

20 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Jean Crankshaw 


Mar. 

7 

6 Dundas Hydro Station 

David Agro 

Common Grackle 

Feb. 

26* 

1 857 Eagle Drive 

Laurel North 


Mar. 

10 

1 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


iMar. 

12 

10 Cedar Av Burlington 

Ruth Summers 

Brown-headed 

Feb. 

16 

4 1 57 Eagle Drive 

Laurel North 

Cowbird 

Mar. 

15F 

1 Gibson's Point 

Jim Dowall 

Cardinal 

Feb. 

1 

1 singing, Burlington 

George North 

Dickcissel 

Feb. 

17 * 

1 Streetsville 

Duncan, McLaugHLin 

Evening Grosbeak 

Feb. 

11 

14 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

Laurel North 


Mar. 

14 

6 Eagle Dr., Burlington 

G. & L. North 

American Goldfinch 

Feb. 

24 

38 Dundas 

Michael Clarlc 

Rufous-s. Towhee 

Mar. 

10 

1 Roseland, Burlington 

Carl Rielam 

White-throated 

Feb. 

15 

1 Westdale Park 

David Agro 

Sparrow 

Mar. 

8 

1 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Mar. 

16 

2 North Shore Blvd. 

Thelma Powell 

Song Sparrow 

Feb. 

10 

10 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Lapland Longspur 

Feb. 

18 

1 York, Ont. 

Bruce Duncan 


Mar. 

16 

1 York Road 

Allingham, Summers 

Snow Bunting 

Mar. 

9 

60 Nebo Rd., Binbrook 

Bob Westmore 


Corrigenda? ? The following two species should not liave been recorded for the 
year 1979 in Wood Duck Vol. 33, No. 5, page 76 , but should read as follows: 


H arris' Sparrow Oct. 18, 1975 1 Mountsberg Cons. Area fide David Brewr 
Summer Tanager May 21, 1976 1 Mountsberg Cons. Area fide David Brewer 

In addition to the Summer Tanager the following birds are recorded for the year 
1976 to make the total number of species seen within twenty-five miles of the 
corner of York and Dundum Sts., Hamilton, in that year 277: 

Brant Oct. 21, 1976 1 Van Wagner's Beach Finlayson, Wormington 

Pomarine Jaeger Nov. 5 3 Van Wa.gner's Beach William Smith 

Varied Thrush Dec. 1978 1 north of Campbellville fide William Smith. 

As there seems to be some controversy as to identification the following records 
should be deleted frftm Wood Duck Vol. 33, No. 5, pages 75 and 76 : 

Broa.d-winged Hawk Nov. 4 2 Oakville shoreline Luke Fazio 

Blue-w. Warbler Nov. 4 1 Oakville Creek mouth Luke Fazio. 

Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 

857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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SOME UNUSUAL HAWK BEHAVIOUR 

by Bruce Duncan 

On April 19 of last year, while watching a fairly good flight of hawks 
along the Niagara Escarpment, I saw a rather interesting bit of hunting by 
a broad-wing. It was around noon and this particular hawk(an adult) was 
gliding along at about three to four hundred foot height. A small bird flying 
at right angles to the hawk was passing directly above it when the broadwing 
very quickly rolled over and snatched the bird out of the air with one foot. 

It was quite a remarkable sight. As it glided away, I could see the hawk 
passing the bird up to its mouth for a bite every so often. It is not un¬ 
common to see hawks feeding as they fly past on migration, although this is 
more often noticed in the falcons; however, I have never before seen a bird 
caught "on the wing" in this particular fashion. 

In the fall at Hawk Cliff, on a very cold day in October, an American 
kestrel hunting from the hydro wires dropped down on what I though was a 
mouse. She flew back to the wires with the animal and, since she was facing 

my way, I attempted to attract her over to our banding station. When she 

finally flew to our lure bird, landing beside it, she dropped the animal she 
had caught to try for the bird. After an unsuccessful attempt at catching 
her, I went outside to look at the animal she had left on the ground. It 

turned out to be an American toad, very sluggish in the cold weather. I have 

checked through the food lists for kestrels from a recent article in"Raptor 
Research" and have found no mention of toads. Of course, this kestrel had 
only caught the toad and in the five minutes I watched her had made no attempt 
to eat it. Nevertheless, she carried the toad with her and only abandoned it 
when on apparently more attractive prey item became available. The toad, 
incidentally, was unharmed and revived very quickly when I warmed it up in 
my car. I later released it under some brush on a sandy knoll. 

JIM DAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD COUNT: MAY 3, 1980 

The Baillie Birdathon as it is popularly known, will be held this year at 
Long Point on Saturday, May 3 at the beginning of the spring warbler migration, 
The Hamilton Naturalists' Club official representative in the Count will be 
Barry Cherriere. The money raised by Barry will be divided among the Long 
Point Bird Observatory, the James L.Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research 
and our own Hamilton Naturalists' Club. The I1NC share, which is 257<>, will be 
placed in the Sanctuary Fund to aid in the purchase of the Robert MacLaren 
Memorial Sanctuary. 

You can help raise this money by sponsoring Barry in the Count. The 
sponsorship works in this way; if you pledge lOq for each species of bird (not 
individual birds) that Barry sees in the Long Point area on May 3 and ho sees, 
say, 120 species, then you would give $12.00 of which $3,00 would go to the 
HNC. All pledges, large and small, ore welcome and appreciated and we look 
forward to the kind of support showed last year when over $1300. was raised 
by Alan Wormington. 

Below is a form you may fill in, clip, and mail to the address noted or 
bring to the next General Meeting on April 14. We will let you know after 
the Count exactly how many species Barry saw and, therefore, what your pledge 
amounts to. If you wish to set an upper limit on the amount of money you 
will pledge, feel free to do so, Barry thinks that he may see as many as 125 
species on May 3. Please support him, the Club, and the Long Point Bird 
Observatory with your sponsorship. 


MAIL T0 BIRDATHON, HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB, BOX 5132, HAMILTON,ONTARIO 

L8S 4L3 

I will sponsor Barry Cherriere at the rate of.per species of bird 

seen by him on the Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Count, May 3, 1980. 

___ ADDRESS 
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